NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Desleigh Kent is usually the editor and
distributor of the Newsletter but while she has been away, Rob Hess has
taken on the role. Contact him at Robert.Hess@vu.edu.au if you have
material for the newsletter. Otherwise, please note that Desleigh is back
on board for the newsletter next week.
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Church
Corner Chapel & Carlisle Sts
St Kilda 3182. Ph:
Engagement Hub
101 Carlisle St.
St Kilda 3182. Ph: 9525 5478
Minister: Rev. David Pargeter

Email: saints163@bigpond.com
PO Box 385, Balaclava 3183.
Ph: 0412 334 334
www.stkildaunitingchurch.org.au
Church phone no.
0458 417 708

VISION STATEMENT:
As a community of faith, the St Kilda
Uniting Church Parish Mission strives to
do what is just, to show constant love and
to walk humbly with God.
NEWSLETTER DETAILS:
Desleigh Kent is usually the editor and
distributor of the Newsletter but while she
is away. If you would like to receive a
copy of the church newsletter each week
or if you wish to be removed from the list,
please
contact
Desleigh:
desleighk@ozemail.com.au contributions
to the content are also welcomed.

Sunday, 23 June 2019

You are most welcome to our service this morning. The Rev. David
Pargeter will lead our worship. Please join us afterwards for tea/coffee
and conversation.
Bible Reading: Matthew 9: 35 - 10:20

A Winter’s Tale
Winter has well and truly arrived. The garden has had its fill of
rejuvenating rain. Shrubs no longer look as dull and weary as they did a
few weeks ago. It may be very cold in Melbourne but at home some of
our sun-loving orchids are primed and ready for spring. They have
already sent forth long strong spikes with buds ready for another long
flowering season. Our Grevileas are covered in little brown leaf-like
miniature flowers full of potential for turning into magnificent birdattracting lantern-like blooms later in the year. The young Japanese
Maple has branches heavily pregnant with next season’s beautiful leaves.
Thinking about spring helps me to appreciate winter. Thinking about
winter helps me to enjoy spring. I like the seasons but I’m no fan of the
cold. It’s difficult to resist the desire to become deciduous and shut
down and conserve energy - but life does go on, and its regular patterns
keep me active and engaged. Reading is one of those activities.
PTO

[Continued from page 1 …]
I do a lot of reading throughout the
year but I particularly enjoy reading
during the winter season. It feels
different, especially on cold grey
days. I read differently in winter. Not
just any old novel. I use winter to
focus on meaty stuff. Books I can
ponder over. Books with depth that
allow me to look out the window from
time to time, and think about a phrase
or a word or an idea. In winter,
reading more naturally takes on the
guise of meditation. I have a queue of
books that I put aside for winter
reading. It’s an old habit from UK
days.

One of the recommendations reads:
‘(Robert) Macfarlane’s writing
soars. Read this and it will be
impossible to take an unremarkable
walk again’.
After a nice walk along a coastal path
on Monday, I found myself
meditating on the idea of the people
of faith being a people Of The Way –
alone and together. Following a path
that is simultaneously ancient and
modern, visible and invisible. If you
are looking for a book for this winter,
this one could be worth a read.
Regards,
David

At the moment I’m reading a
beautifully written book about walks
and walking. It’s called The Old
Ways – A Journey on Foot and it
follows ‘the tracks, holloways, droveroads and sea paths that form part of
an ancient network of routes crisscrossing the British isles and beyond’.
A friend gave me the book because of
my interest in nature and the concept
of pilgrimage. ‘Here’, he said. ‘Read
this, I think you will enjoy it’. And I
am enjoying it.
It’s a poetic
investigation into what it means to
follow a path – even ones that are no
longer visible. It’s an exercise in
observation and silence, and faith.

READING GROUP The next
Reading and Discussion Group is on
Thursday, 4 July, 7.30pm at Mary
and Brian’s. If you would like some
information from the last meeting on
Heretics and Heresies please speak to
David. All welcome.
From Dr Sureka Goringe National
Director UnitingWorld: Your taxdeductible donation, no matter how
big or small, can save lives by giving
talk about
people access to clean
water and
choices about good health and
sanitation. As a partner of the
Australian Government, UnitingWorld
can access funding for certain projects
to help us reach more people. In order
to receive Australian Aid funding, we
are required to contribute $1 for every
$5 we can access. That means your
gift goes up to six times further! PO
Box A2266, Sydney South, NSW
1235: 1800 998 122.
We respectfully acknowledge the
Yalukit Willam clan of the Boon
Wurrung – the Traditional Owners of
Port Phillip. We pay our respects to
their Elders and community past,
present and emerging. We
acknowledge and uphold their
continuing relationship to this land.
UNITING: Increasing numbers of
families in our community are doing it
tough. Help someone take a step

towards a brighter future by donating
to Uniting, a community services
organization of the Uniting Church in
Victoria and Tasmania. Information,
donation slips, and replied-paid
envelopes are located on the table
near the front entrance of the church.
Please help yourself to this material.

