
 

 
 
 

 

You are most welcome to our worship service. We welcome David back after a 
refreshing holiday – he will lead our service today. Please stay afterwards for 
tea/coffee and conversation. 
 
 
 
 

From David: 
 
Sunday 2nd December, it was 34 C and humidity was around 87%. A rich 
blue sky was being changed dramatically by heavy dark-grey storm clouds 
that were slowly coming together directly above us. We thought we had 
just enough time to make it back from the beach to the apartment before the 
storm broke. We were wrong. Along with many others we ran into Patong’s 
only modern shopping complex Jung Ceylon. 
 
Thunder rumbled deeply but was drowned by the noise that only constant 
heavy torrential rain can make. A noise that invades the senses and shuts 
out any other sounds to the extent that it is almost disorienting. And then 
when it stops there is a strange sense of emptiness that no-one is keen to fill 
with a noise of their own. 
 
But in that moment, which doesn’t last very long, the shopping centre 
sound system came alive, and drifting through the stillness came a piece of 
music that very few standing there would have recognised. The tune was 
Cranham. Gustav Holst wrote the piece in 1906 for the Christina Rossetti’s 
poem ’In the bleak mid-winter’. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
until the initial substantive visa expires. BASP’s current monthly outgoings 
are:$20,000 per month for emergency relief - this is $100 per person per 
week for food, travel, phone - $20, 000 per month for housing 
$10,000 per month for legal costs, education and training, interpreting and 
other assistance. homeless and hungry. 
Donations to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project are tax deductible 
www.basp.org.au . Newsletter on Notice Board 
 
We respectfully acknowledge the Yalukit Willam clan of the Boon 
Wurrung – the Traditional Owners of Port Phillip. We pay our respects to 
their Elders and community past, present and emerging. We acknowledge 
and uphold their continuing relationship to this land. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church 
Corner Chapel & Carlisle Sts 
St Kilda 3182.  Ph: 

Engagement Hub 
101 Carlisle St. 
St Kilda 3182.  Ph: 9525 5478 

Minister: Rev. David Pargeter 
Email: saints674@iinet.net.au  
PO Box 385, Balaclava 3183. 
Ph: 0412 334 334 
www.stkildaunitingchurch.org.au 
Church phone no. 
0458 417 708 
  

VISION STATEMENT:  
As a community of faith, the St Kilda 
Uniting Church Parish Mission strives 
to do what is just, to show constant 
love and to walk humbly with God.  
 

NEWSLETTER DETAILS: 
Desleigh Kent is the editor of the Newsletter. 
Contributions are welcome and can be sent 
to her at desleighk@ozemail.com.au  
 

If you would like to be part of a growing 
congregational email list (and receive a full 
colour copy of the church newsletter in pdf 
format), please contact Rob Hess at 
Robert.Hess@vu.edu.au  
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Of course, it was quite incongruent; 
in a Buddhist country playing host to 
1000’s of tourists from all over the 
world mostly from China and the 
Middle East.  
 
On the windows were images of 
snow flakes, reindeers and frosty the 
snowman. Incongruent perhaps but 
the moment was not without 
meaning. You see, Christina 
Rossetti’s poem is an exercise in 
imagination. She was trying to 
imagine the birth of Jesus taking 
place in a bleak European winter. 
 
Our task for Advent 2018 is 
something similar – an exercise in 
imagination. The relevance of Jesus’ 
birth, life and ministry, for us who 
live in Australia. 
 
David 
 
Notices 
 
 
COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS 
TREE FESTIVAL Our ‘Dorcas 
Tree’ is in the Christmas Tree 
festival at Holy Trinity. Today is the 
last day from 12.00 noon to 4.00pm.  
Carols at 4.00pm. 
 
DROP IN CHRISTMAS PARTY  
is on 11 December and Janet would 
like some help after church today to  

CHRISTMAS BOWL APPEAL. 
Envelopes have arrived (on the front 
table) and ready for your gifts. The 
Christmas bowl is the Christmas 
appeal of Act for Peace, the 
international aid agency of the 
National Council of Churches in 
Australia.  
 
ST KILDA BAPTIST CHURCH 9 
Pakington Street have Digby 
Hannah’s new CD Glimpse of Hope 
available to purchase. All proceeds St 
Kilda Baptist Community Kitchen. P. 
9525 
4620skbaptistchurch@hotmail.com 
 
NEWSLETTER: BASP Brigidine 
Asylum Seekers Project on Notice 
Board.  Please check on list of food 
needed urgent. Also donations 
(banking details available) and 
vouchers. Desleigh can deliver to the 
Albert Park address. 
  
FAITH AND ENVIRONMENT If 
you are interested in the health of 
our oceans and marine wildlife then 
this is the event for you, your friends 
and family! Sustainable Port Phillip 
Environment Protection Authority 
Victoria is hosting a free family 
friendly event at St Kilda Beach on 
Tuesday 8 January. This one will 
book out fast: https://bit.ly/2FndP9R  
 
 
 

Interfaith Event - Melbourne  
Launch of 'Our Stories - Empathy 
and Education Leading to Action.' 
'Our Stories' is about discovering 
and exploring the stories of refugees 
building a new life in Australia. 
When: Tuesday 11 December 2018 
6:00 pm - 7:00 pm  Where: 10 
Kingston Street, Richmond VIC.   »  
  
The BRIGIDINE ASYLUM 
SEEKERS PROJECT ( BASP) has 
never directly asked for money 
before. They have been fortunate to 
enjoy support for many years. Up 
until recently, the donations we have 
received have covered the needs of 
those seeking our help.For the first 
time in their history, they are looking 
for additional funds because 
expenses are higher, and donations 
are lower than in previous years. 
They need to assist the growing 
numbers who will be facing 
destitution in coming months. 
The sector, including BASP, is facing 
unprecedented demands due to 
changes in government policies.  
Some people who were previously 
able to get SRSS i.e. 89% Newstart, 
are systematically having these 
benefits stopped, whether the family 
or individual is capable of work or 
able to secure a job. People are 
having work rights stopped or not 
granted, with no consistency in how 
this is applied. No assistance is given  
 

help wrap little packages of goodies 
for the participants. 
Also , you are encouraged to bring 
gifts of men’s tee shirts ( L to XL) 
socks, underclothes etc to place under 
our Christmas Tree (on it’s return 
from the Festival) that can be passed 
on to the Drop In. 
 
MORNING TEA We have been 
invited to share Morning Tea at the 
Drop In on Thursday 20th December at 
10am. Please let Desleigh know if you 
can come. 
 
CAROLS at St Kilda. This will be 
held here on Friday 21st December at 
6.30pm. Please come and bring 
friends and family.  
 
CHRISTMAS DAY service will be at 
9.30  
 
Don’t forget to talk to Robert Hoskin 
if you can help out with the THE 
BOAB NETWORK with the January 
school holiday program in the 
Kimberley (WA) community at 
Mowanjum. For details check out 
www.boabnetwork.org. or ring 
Robert 0478549165.  
 
FUNDRAISING FOR MENTAL 
HEALTH MINISTRIES There is one 
John Cranmer poetry book still 
available :Dancing on Thin Water to 
support John Tansey’s work in Mental 
Health. Available for $20, 12 of 
which will go to this ministry. 
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