
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
ST JOHN’S UNITING CHURCH Elsternwick is having a Social Justice Lunch 
next Sunday 29 July 12md for 12,30pm start. The speaker will be David Manne, 
Executive of Refugee Legal. As a human rights lawyer, David has defended the rights, 
dignity and lives of asylum seekers, refugees and disadvantaged migrants for over 
twenty years. 567 Glen Huntly Rd., Elsternwick. Tickets: $25. All proceeds to 
Refugee Legal. Book: www.trybooking.com/VWDJ BYO wine: soft drink provided 
 

We respectfully acknowledge the Yalukit Willam clan of the Boon Wurrung – 
the Traditional Owners of Port Phillip. We pay our respects to their Elders and 
community past and present. We acknowledge and uphold their continuing 
relationship to this land. 

 
 
 

 
 

A very warm welcome to everyone today. Rev. David  Pargeter will lead us 
in worship. Please stay afterwards for tea/coffee and conversation.  
 
Bible Reading: Psalm 23 pg. 607. Luke 24: 13 – 31 pg. 1167 

  Acts 2: 4 - 6 pg. 1205 
 
 

From David:  
Funny how a word that’s not used very often can keep popping up in 
conversation. That’s what’s been happening with the word resilience. 
Three times this week: in a plant nursery, in a recovery ward, and after a 
phone call with a friend who’s husband died suddenly on Monday. 
 

First time, I was looking for a native species to plant in our front garden. I 
think it’s going to get quite hot there in the summer. A very helpful 
nursery assistant suggested a Dillwynia Cinerascens – “Very resilient in 
this area,” she said.  
 

Second time, was on Friday. I’d just had a simple follow up procedure in 
St V’s to check that my surgery from 3 years ago had done its job. The 
surgeon came around, as they do, and when I asked her how it was 
looking ‘in there’, she said: “the gut is an amazing organ; it’s incredibly 
resilient”. 
 

Lastly, as I put the phone down, I sat for a while thinking about the nature 
of grief. What an incredible kick in the guts loss is. How world-emptying 
the whole experience usually is. Devastating describes it well. I just sat 
there for a while, looking through the window at a big tree across the road 
being assaulted by a really strong wind.                                          PTO 
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Welcome at 
door 

Brian Roma  Melissa & 
Darren 

Andrej & 
Petra 

 

Flowers 
 

Desleigh Petra Deb Louise  

Coffee Brian Roma Melissa & 
Darren 

Andrej & 
Petra 
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Andrej & 
Petra 
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Church 
Corner Chapel & Carlisle Sts 
St Kilda 3182.  Ph: 

Engagement Hub 
101 Carlisle St. 
St Kilda 3182.  Ph: 9525 5478 

Minister: Rev. David Pargeter 
Email: saints674@iinet.net.au  
PO Box 385, Balaclava 3183. 
Ph: 0412 334 334 
www.stkildaunitingchurch.org.au 
Church phone no. 
0458 417 708 
  

VISION STATEMENT:  
As a community of faith, the St Kilda 
Uniting Church Parish Mission strives 
to do what is just, to show constant 
love and to walk humbly with God.  
 

NEWSLETTER DETAILS: 
Desleigh Kent is the editor of the Newsletter. 
Contributions are welcome and can be sent 
to her at desleighk@ozemail.com.au  
 

If you would like to be part of a growing 
congregational email list (and receive a full 
colour copy of the church newsletter in pdf 
format), please contact Rob Hess at 
Robert.Hess@vu.edu.au  
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Watching its branches bending and 
twisting and nearly breaking but in 
the end returning to their usual 
majestic pose, I found myself 
thinking about my own experiences 
of grief and the many people I have 
come to know through their grief. 
And then I pondered upon just how 
resilient human beings really are. 
How they absorb and integrate the 
unimaginable. Never ‘getting over 
it’. Never experiencing or even 
wanting ‘closure’ but instead slowly 
bouncing back. Changed but still 
them in a new way. 
 

That’s resilience, and what an 
amazing human capacity it can be. 
Shame it has to be put to use so 
often. 
 

Peace 
David 
 
 

Songs/Hymns 
 
Resilience is born of hope: 
 
Here I stand, like on a mountain 
Looking back at what has been 
Things I’ve done and where I’m 
going   
Making sense of all those dreams. 
I see things that shaped my story 
Some are bad, and some are good 
Some have filled my life with 
meaning   
And I’d change things if I could. 

Be still, as the earth is now renewed 
Re-born in every way. 
New growth is all around 
Refreshing every day. 
Oh God of changing things 
not re-arranging things 
Don’t stop, as the earth is now 
renewed 
Re-born in each new day. 
 
Words: David Pargeter September 2017 
Tune: David J Evans 
 

Notices 
The 15TH ASSEMBLY OF THE 
UNITING CHURCH IN 
AUSTRALIA has agreed to hold two 
equal and distinct views on marriage to 
honour the diversity of Christian belief 
among its members. Meeting for the 
first time since last year’s change to 
Australian marriage laws, members of 
the Church’s national decision-making 
body resolved to allow its ministers 
the freedom to conduct or refuse to 
conduct same-gender marriages.  
The ASSEMBLY also has affirmed by 
consensus, that the First Peoples of 
Australia, the Aboriginal and Islander 
Peoples, are sovereign peoples in 
Australia. Referring to the Statement 
from the Heart at Uluru, the Uniting 
Church recognises that Sovereignty is 
understood by the First Peoples as “a 
spiritual notion, reflecting the 
ancestral tie between the land and the 
First Peoples.” More information 
www.assembly.uca.org.au 

The Church Council  will be held this 
Tuesday 24th July. Please talk to a 
Council member if you have any 
concerns you would like addressed. 
 
The next READING AND 
DISCUSSION GROUP will be held at 
Mary and Brian’s home Thursday 9th 
August at 7.45pm. Article to be 
distributed and are freely available to 
anyone even if you don’t attend the 
evening. 
 
163 TABLE CONVERSATIONS 
Sharing Food – Sharing Ideas.  The 
next Table Conversations will be on 
Tuesday August 14, and the speaker 
is Todd Condie – Indigenous Policy 
Officer: City of Port Phillip.  
Nibbles 6.15 followed by dinner. All 
welcome – bring your friends! 
Please RSVP to Janet 0417 670 132 
BYO drinks. Donations appreciated.  
 
FOR YOUR DIARY!! Church dinner 
will be held at Louise and Matt’s 
house on Saturday 1 September. More 
information to come.  
 
Rev Dr Coralie Ling will be 
conducting four sessions on Women 
Working for Peace at the Kildara 
Centre, Rear 39 Stanhope St., Malvern. 
Tuesdays: August 7, 14, 21, 28. 1.30 – 
3.30pm. Cost $10 per session. 
 
 
 

But this life, can’t be repeated  
Just one chance, is all we know 
So right now, I’ll face my future.   
And with hope, I’ll live and grow. 
There’s a light on the horizon 
Just a hint to lead the way 
So, with hope I’ll wander bravely 
Find the strength for each new day 
 

Leave behind those nets that bind me. 
Memories on which I feed. 
Let them go and live without them 
Strength and hope is all I need. 
Here I stand, like on a mountain 
Looking now at what might be 
So, with confidence I’ll wander 
Finding hope in every dream 
 

Here I stand, like on a mountain 
Looking now at what might be. 
 

Words: David Pargeter 20 July 2018  
Tune Cov. 82 The Carnival is Over. 
Awakenings 
 

Be still, for the wonder of the world 
Is bursting all around. 
Before the bush that burns 
We stand on Holy ground. 
In awe, each leaf uncurls 
Each bud and bloom unfurls. 
Be still, for the wonder of the world 
Is bursting all around. 
 

Be still, for the mystery of life 
Is making all things new 
At work in hidden things; 
at work in me and you. 
In awe, each life uncurls 
each hope and dream unfurls 
Be still, for the mystery of life 
Is making all things new 

https://uca.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4b3444ce36d66f548255e97b0&id=6e5fbecf76&e=8964f91514
https://uca.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4b3444ce36d66f548255e97b0&id=6e5fbecf76&e=8964f91514
https://uca.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4b3444ce36d66f548255e97b0&id=6e5fbecf76&e=8964f91514

