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PROGRESSIVE CHRISTIAN NETWORK next Sunday 25 February at 3pm at 

Ewing Memorial Centre of Stonnington Uniting Church, Burke Rd. Malvern East. Glenn 

Loughrey, the vicar of St Oswald's Anglican Church Glen Iris, will bring insights into a 

spirituality informed by his indigenous background and expressed through his art. Notice 

board.  

 

We respectfully acknowledge the Yalukit Willam clan of the Boon  

Wurrung. We pay our respects to their Elders and community past and 

present. We acknowledge and uphold their continuing relationship to this 

land. 

 

 

 

Welcome to the service today. Rev David Pargeter will lead our worship. 

Do hope you can stay afterwards for tea/coffee and conversation.    
 

Bible Readings: Psalm 25: 1 – 10. Pg. 608 

                                          Mark    1: 9 – 15. Pg. 1093 
 

From David: Lent 1: 
 

Act 1 / Scene 1 
 

In the real life theatre of Easter, the drama opens with Jesus stepping out 

of the renewing waters of the river Jordan and into the arid desert region 

of Judea.Thus begins the encounter in the wilderness; a faith defining  

period in the personal and symbolic life of Jesus the Nazarene. 
 

I suspect we all have faith defining moments or periods in the 

wilderness that are not unlike this episode in the Gospel of Mark. A 

period of several weeks in which Jesus had to think deeply about how to 

be faithful whilst living under military oppression, in an impoverished 

land and within a religion that had lost its way. 
 

Around the world there are people living in all three or either of these 

circumstances, which suggests that systems of government, distributors 

of wealth and structures of religion need always to pay attention to what 

is unfolding on the ground and in the lives of ordinary folk. People who, 

believe it or not, do want to live relatively uncomplicated and peaceful 

lives, in circumstances where their humanity is not compromised by the 

inhumanity and indifference of others. Doesn’t seem like to much to ask 

for.                                                                                                PTO 
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I get the sense that underpinning the 

soul-searching of Jesus in the 

wilderness, was one question: 

‘In the name of faith, how do I 

challenge these oppressive regimes 

and set the people free.’  
 

Did he choose the most faithful 

options or not? 
 

Well, that’s for each of us to discern. 
 

Peace be with you.               David 
 

Songs/Hymn 
 

Called by Earth and Sky. 
 

Refrain: 

Called by earth and sky, 

promise of hope held high. 

This is our sacred living trust, 

treasure of life sanctified, 

called by earth and sky. 
 

Precious these waters, endless seas, 

deep oceans' dreams. 

Waters of healing, rivers of rain, 

the wash of love again. 

Refrain 
 

Precious this gift, the air we breathe, 

wind born and free. 

Breath of the Spirit  

blow through this place, 

our gath'ring and our grace. 

Refrain 
 

Precious these mountains, ancient 

sands, vast fragile land. 

Seeds of our wakening, 

rooted and strong, 

creation's faithful song. 

Refrain 

Is revealed in time and space; as 

we share in Christ the feast that 

frees us: All are welcome …  
  
Let us build a house where hands 

will reach  beyond the wood and 

stone.  

To heal and strengthen, serve and 

teach, and live the Word they've 

known.  

Here the outcast and the stranger,  

bear the image of God's face.  

Let us bring an end to fear and 

danger; All are welcome…  
  
Let us build a house where all are 

named, their songs and visions 

heard.  

And loved and treasured, taught and  

claimed as words within the Word. 

Built of tears and cries and laughter, 

prayers of faith and songs of grace. 

Let this house proclaim from floor 

to rafter; All are welcome…….  
  

MARTY HAUGEN  © 1950 Licensing A1036  
 

NOTICES 
 

Today Sunday 18th March 3pm to 

5pm The Council of Christians and 

Jews (Vic) Inc. Temple Beth Israel, 

76 Alma Road St Kilda presents A 

Discussion on Ethics Dr Leslie 

Cannold Overcoming Betrayal: How 

I learned to trust myself again  

Gordon Young: Practical 

applications of ethical theory: 

turning concepts into useful tools. 

$10 entry, includes Kosher afternoon 

Precious the fire that lights the way, 

bright the dawning day. 

fire of passion, sorrows undone, 

our faith and justice one. 

Refrain and repeat last line. 
 

Words and music (c) Pat Mayberry SOCAN.  

Used by permission. Licensing A1036. 

 

All are welcome  
 

Let us build a house where love can 

dwell and all can safely live,  

A place where saints and children 

tell how hearts learn to forgive. 

Built of hopes and dreams and 

visions,  

Rock of faith and vault of grace; 

Here the love of Christ shall end 

divisions;   

All are welcome, all are welcome, all 

are welcome in this place.   
  

Let us build a house where 

prophets speak, and words are 

strong and true,  

Where all God's children dare to 

seek to dream God's reign anew. 

Here the cross shall stand as 

witness and as symbol of God's 

grace;  

Here as one we claim the faith of 

Jesus: All are welcome………  
  
Let us build a house where love is 

found in water, wine and wheat:  

A banquet hall on holy ground, 

where peace and justice meet.  

Here the love of God, through 

Jesus, 

tea. Please advise CCJ Vic Office if 

you are attending:  Tel:  9429 5212 - 

Email:  ccjvic@bigpond.net.au 
 

 

There will be a Memorial Service 

here at the church tomorrow 

Monday 20th February at 2pm to 

remember the life of Graeme 

Boucher who died on Saturday 

10th.  
 

A Progressive Christian Lenten 

Study Easter v Empire: The cost of 

faith and the price of fish, will be 

held on 5 successive Wednesday 

evenings commencing this week 21st 

February here at the church. 6.30pm 

snacks and refreshments, 7 -  8pm 

study/discussion. All welcome  

 

 
 

Andrej, Petra, Alex and Dori at the 

airport waiting to return to Slovakia 

for 8 weeks, for work, holiday and 

catching up with family. Go well! 
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