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BULLETIN

Welcome to this week’s Bulletin.
From David: Hope drives imagination – or is it the other way around?
This has been a really strange week. The strangest of all the weeks since this thing we have come to know as
‘lock-down’ began. It’s been a serious week. Lots of things to think about and digest. Allow me to share some
of that thinking with you. This piece is a bit longer than usual, but stick with me – please. Because its about
hope. Hope in the sense that it represents fresh cause for optimism.
Walking down empty streets, crossing roads with no traffic, looking at empty shops with big pink ‘For Lease’
stickers on their windows, and passing people of every age wearing masks, I felt like I had stumbled onto a
movie set. It’s like someone was filming a dystopian story set in the immediate future: a time just a few months
from now when the world’s first conflict involving germ warfare was underway. Except, it wasn’t the future
and it wasn’t all-together imaginary. And of course, we are not in the midst of some international conflict of
the germ-warfare kind.
But clearly, we are involved in some kind of serious conflict against something we cannot see. A virus
that has no other agenda than to survive, mutate and multiply. And, along the way is taking the lives
of some of the most vulnerable people in our midst, and around the world, and destroying jobs and
industries in the process. If that’s not unsettling then I’m not sure what is. Who could have imagined
such a scenario 6 months ago? It all seems a bit hopeless.
I suspect its been a very, very, long time since the majority of the general public around the world have
experienced such vulnerability and disruption; that’s usually the domain of the few. For the majority of us
living in first world conditions, we tend to be rather insulated from things like epidemics and pandemics; those
things happen in other places and to other people. But today, it is happening to us. All of us, and our lives
have been turned upside down and outside in. There is vulnerability in all that. But being vulnerable is not a
weakness. It is a strength because if we learn to embrace it rather than reject it, we can discover and reveal
our true selves. The real self is always stronger than the artificial self because it has depth to it.
This 2nd round of lock downs also feels very different from the first. There is no novelty factor and there is
less sunshine; and in the first round there was a sense that we were getting on top of this thing, winning this
war. Hope was surfacing in little ways, but this week it took a bit of a dive.

That hope was somewhat immediate wasn’t it – catching up with families, having coffee inside a café. But
notwithstanding the loss of those little hints of hope, I think there is a more significant hope just
waiting to be born. I think it will come in the shape of significant societal change. The way we
organise and experience our lives and workplaces and communities. There are some really difficult
things unfolding in our midst but I feel in my gut that some real good will come out of this experience.
As Joan Baez once sang: ‘the times they are a-changin’. The anti-racism protests being just one
example. It also feels as if the Future Shock about which futurist Alvin Toffler wrote 50 years ago, is
upon us in a big way. Future Shock was about what happens when lots of changes take place in a
short space of time. Two of the consequences are information overload and an emerging fear about
what the future might hold. Sound familiar?
Some massive re-adjustments to how societies function and operate are underway, and our little faith
community is not exempt. In truth, there are no exemptions anywhere. But through some twist of irony, while
each of us now has to go about wearing a mask, many aspects of our society have been unmasked. Certain
destructive features and ‘addictions’ have been exposed – and only good can come of it. Alvin’s Future Shock,
did not cover this possibility.
People everywhere are re-examining what it means to live in this kind of world; the endless cycle of production
and consumption has been disrupted. People are discovering and re-discovering what is important to them.
What do they really value? What they miss most and what they can live without. Even those who are still
harnessed to particular treadmills while others, forced to abandon theirs and come up with other ways of
living a meaningful life, are thinking about what next? Is this really what life is about?
I’ve been doing a fair bit of listening to talk-back radio this week, and I sense that there is an enormous
amount of reassessment going on all around us. People exercising greater curiosity and imagination; they have
shifted from discussing 30 ways to bake sourdough during ISO, to discussing ideas about future work-styles
and environmental issues. Will family friendly work practices continue beyond this pandemic? Do my children
really need 21 after school commitments? What kind of schooling is best for them? People are seriously
discussing how they would like to live post-COVID etc. And I also detect confidence rather than despair. As
they say ‘necessity is the mother of invention’.
These changes might also provoke religious communities, including our own, to think more deeply
about their role in society. What are we here for? Once we also go through the process of detox and
strip away all those activities that create the illusion of being active, ‘healthy’, in ministry or at
mission, what is left? What is being a faith community essentially about? So for me, it poses a
question: Can COVID-19 give birth to Christianity- 2021?
Will this experience be for us the ‘womb’ out of which a new kind of Christianity might be born?
Possibly something for each of us to consider. But for me, church has always been about trying to be
a sign and a voice of hope in the midst of a world full of harsh realities. Living as if Hope means
something. Allowing hope to become transformative. Being a community that is hope-filled and does
things which stimulate a fresh cause for optimism in others.
In hope……..David

CYBER – CHURCH

Sunday 26 July at !0.30 am

Bible Reading: John 8 12 – 20

This Sunday sees the continuation of the theme of enlightenment.
4 guest speakers will share with us their selected song / piece of music and talk about why it has special
meaning for them. Speaking personally, I have been profoundly enriched by what has been shared in recent
weeks. Not only is there strength in diversity, there is much beauty as well.
See you on Sunday. The zoom waiting room will be open around 9.45 for some chat time, and we
will ‘gather’ more formally at 10.30.
Meanwhile – take care.
David
(If you have not joined us before and would like to – and we’d love that - please send David your email address
so that an invitation can be sent to your inbox. Saints163@)bigpond.com

BIBLE STUDY GROUP
This coming Wednesday at 6pm we will continue our exploration of the concept of the Holy Spirit.
Last week in part 1, we looked at the concept of spirit from a wide perspective involving other religions, then
focussed a bit more on the influence that the Zoroastrian faith had on the post-exilic period of Judaism.
In part 2, we will focus on how the phrase Holy Spirit relates to Jesus and then what the early Church
did with it.
If you would like to be involved, just send me your email address (saints163@bigpond.com) and I will send
you an invitation.
Best wishes. David

THE PROGRESSIVE CHRISTIAN NETWORK OF VICTORIA is meeting this afternoon –
Sunday 26th July from 4 - 5pm.

Professor Joe Camilleri will speak on “Life after Covid – 19, an opportunity to reimagine the
future”.
Joseph Camilleri is Emeritus Professor at La Trobe University, where he held the Chair in International
Relations (1994-2012). He was founding Director of the Centre for Dialogue 2006-2012. Currently, he
is Managing Director of Alexandria Agenda, a new venture in ethical consulting in diversity, education and
governance.
JOIN PCNV ZOOM MEETING by clicking on the link below just before 4:00pm
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81702199716?pwd=S25haGFDWXhpMlV2MVdBUithYlJ3dz09
Meeting ID: 817 0219 9716 Password: 017081

THE UNITING CHURCH ASSEMBLY in partnership with the Nobel Peace Prize-winning

International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN) will host an online interfaith service
on 6 AUGUST marking 75 years since the nuclear attacks on Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
Encouraging people of faith to join the service, UCA President Dr Deidre Palmer said, “As Christians, we
are called by God to love our neighbours and to work for an end to violence. Nuclear weapons threaten the
survival of humanity and our living planet. They breed relationships of distrust and fear. Rather, we seek to
build a world transformed by hope, peace and justice where the sacredness of all life is protected.”
ICAN Australian Director Gem Romuld will speak about the ongoing campaign to eradicate nuclear
weapons and work towards the global treaty which comprehensively bans nuclear weapons and any activities
that support them. Currently 39 countries have ratified the Treaty. Australia is yet to sign on.
Pacific Conference of Churches General Secretary Rev. James Bhagwan will speak about the impacts
of nuclear testing across the Pacific in the 50 years since the end of World War II.
The service will take place on Thursday 6 August, at 6-6.45pm. Register here to join the service by
Zoom: https://actionnetwork.org/events/interfaith-service-for-nuclear-disarmament
The service will also be shared live on the Assembly Facebook page.
The UCA is a signatory, along with many other denominations and faith groups, to an open letter
initiated by the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN), to the Prime
Minister and Leader of the Opposition calling on Australia to sign and ratify the Treaty on the
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons.

This TUESDAY the Church Council will meet via ZOOM. If you have any issues you would like
discussed please email the Chairperson – Randall Kent rakent@ozemail.com.au

If you would like to make a contribution to support the work of the church, the best way is through
bank transfer: 013 427. Acct 3108 34465. The only identification needed is ‘ offering’
By mail: PO Box 385, Balaclava 3183Contributions to these bulletins welcomed – please send to
desleighk@ozemail.com.au(photos, articles, poems – anything you would like to share with others)
Ed’s note: The church tower photo in last week’s edition of the Bulletin was incorrect and has been replaced
in the online edition by the most recent one.

We respectfully acknowledge the Yaluk-ut Weelam Clan of the Boon Wurrung – the traditional
custodians of the land on which we gather. We pay our respects to their Elders - past, present and
emerging. We acknowledge and uphold their continuing relationship to this land.

Can you sew face masks for Uniting? While it is
now mandatory for people in metropolitan
Melbourne and Mitchell Shire to wear a face mask
when outside their home, many vulnerable and
marginalised people are having trouble accessing
them. Uniting VicTas and Uniting Agewell are
calling for volunteers to sew reusable, fabric face
masks to be distributed to those most in need. By
having cloth masks available for low-risk situations
Uniting can ensure its supply of surgical masks is
available for where most needed. If you can help
please
see
here:
https://www.unitingvictas.org.au/getinvolved/vo
lunteer-with-uniting/calling-for-volunteers-tomake-face -masks or call 1800668426

Mask Time! Petra and Andrej modelling their latest
mask designs

